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Abstract

Public perception of hearing—impaired idol
‘Big—Olcean’

. Focusing on Youtube comments

ChaeWon Park*, HaRin Kim**, JiWoo Han™**

This study aims to understand how Big-Olcean, the first hearing-impaired idol to
debut, is perceived by the public, given the negative public perception of celebrities
with disabilities. The researchers decided to collect social media comments to see
what the public thinks about Big-Olcean's behavior and specific content. Youtube
was selected as a medium among social media. Text mining and Social Network
Analysis(SNA) were conducted based on the extracted comments.

As a result, the dominant public opinion on Big-Olcean has been confirmed to be
supportive. Through an in-depth analysis of the discourse, key themes related to
disabilities, such as 'hearing impairment' and 'disability’, as well as those associated
with idols, were identified. Researchers observed that discussions surrounding
'Big-Olcean' have diversified significantly, encompassing themes related to both idols
and disabilities. It was confirmed that Big-Olcean is currently an idol with a hearing
impairment, producing a culture reflecting disability characteristics, and there is a
discourse that recognizes its identity as an idol. This study shows that Big-Olcean's

activities are effective in improving disability awareness and suggests that disabled

* Undergraduate student, Department of Social Welfare, Soongsil University
** Undergraduate student, Department of Social Welfare, Soongsil University
*** Undergraduate student, Department of Social Welfare, Soongsil University
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idols have value as cultural producers.

Keywords: Hearing Impairment, Disability Culture, Idol, Text Mining, Social Network Analysis,
Public Perception
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