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Abstract

A Study on the Meaning and Representation

of Disability in Korean SF Novels
. Focusing on Cheon Seon-ran’s Novels

ChangMin Yoo*

The science fiction novels by Cheon Seon-ran, which are the subject of this study,
discuss environmental issues, desires and imaginations for the universe, and the
coexistence of humans and non-humans against the backdrop of a future society.
Cheon Seon-ran’s works are based on the attitude of critical humanism. She breaks
down the boundaries between disability and non-disability and focuses on the
subjectivity of disabled characters. Through this, she renews the perception of
disability. This study examines the relationship between disabled bodies and
post-humans, focusing on Cheon Seon-ran’s story. Many beings outside the
boundary appear in Cheon Seon-ran’s novels. Post-human are portrayed as superior
to ordinary humans. Cheon Seon-ran mixes post-human entities with human beings
who have been marginalized for various reasons, including gender and disability.
Through this, she captures the process of reproduction of discrimination and
violence that is transferred to marginalized beings. Women and disabled people who
connect with and are in solidarity with posthumans question the discriminatory and

violent social structures and overcome the social prejudices imposed on them.

Keywords: disability, women, non—human, post—-human, otherization,
coexistence and symbiosis, science fiction
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